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I wrote this one as a response to Donald Barthelme's significantly superior story, ‘You Are as
Brave as Vincent Van Gogh, which has the same sense of direct address. I guess what was most

interesting to me about the story was the shape it took; a number of small, freestanding sections,

which seems to be a lot closer to poetry.l)
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You could see a number of these young women taking on that particular role, and even though
there might be a real intelligence or charm there, the role they had chosen for themselves was
preventing them from being anything other than a dull sexual item. There is something

incredibly attractive and tragic about that person and I wanted to explore that.
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I don't know what to say about this one: an acquaintance of mine was engaged and a few
months before the wedding, his fiancee was diagnosed with lymphoma. She went pretty quickly.
We went to the memorial services and 1 don't think I'd ever been so touched, I mean, as an
adult, I had never experienced anything like that before. Even in death, you could see how
much their love had meant. It got me thinking that, if my wife were ever to get sick, she would

end up having to be the one to comfort me.
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